When you assemble…

John 4:23,24
Worship Him in Spirit and in Truth

Acts 2:46

Breaking Bread Together

Acts 12:12
Praying

Acts 16:32
Read/Speak The Word Together





}
Ephesians 5:19
Singing

I Corinthians 9:7
Giving and Receiving

Worship Him more…
Worship was at first daily, in the temple and the home (Acts 2:46, 5:42). Most worship took place in the comparative informality of private homes, which tended to place a practical limit on the size of congregations. Where they could, they all met together as one: e.g. the church in Antioch, where Paul and Barnabas taught "a large company"    (Acts 11:26) "for a whole year". As far as we know, no public buildings were erected for worship by Christians for almost three centuries. In Acts 20:20 Paul taught "publicly"      (in Tyrannus' lecture hall? 19:10) and "from house to house." There are references to such homes: Acts 1:13, 2:46, 5:42, 12:12, 16:15, 40, Rom. 16:3, 23, I Cor. 16:15, 19,     Col. 4:15, Philemon 2. See also Acts 20:20.

For reference in example: "The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles" (the Didache) from about 100 AD describes elements of worship in gathering together:

1. Come together.

2. Confession of transgressions "that our sacrifice may be pure"; quarrels to be settled.

3. Prophecy/Speaking/Teaching.

4. Prayers, giving and receiving.

5. Thanksgiving for Cup and for Broken Bread.

6. Communion (also called "The Lord's Supper" or "Eucharist": thanksgiving).

For reference in example: Justin (from about 160 AD) describes elements of worship in gathering together:

1. Scripture readings, from the prophets (O.T.) and "memoirs of the apostles"

     (Gospels & Epistles), read "as time permits".

2. Instruction & encouragement to practice the truths contained in scriptures read.

3. all stand and offer prayers together.

4. Psalms and hymns are sung.

5. "We greet one another with a holy kiss. Then bread and a cup of wine mixed with

     water are brought..." (also called "Communion" or "The Lord's Supper" or

    "Eucharist": thanksgiving).

6. offering up praise and glory to the Father of all, and giving thanks at great length

     that we have been accounted worthy to receive these gifts from God.

7. "The people cry aloud, saying 'Amen - so be it!'"

8. "Those among us called deacons give to all present, sharing it among them, and

     carry it also to those who are absent (the sick) but only to those who believe the

     things taught by us as true, are washed with the washing that is for forgiveness of

     sins, and so live as Christ commanded us."

  Moving with God:

From meeting-centered to Christ-centered spiritual life and ministry. (Philippians 1:21)

From church houses to house churches.  (simplify & multiply)

From upward to outward growth. (Ephesians 4:14-16)

From special priesthood to priesthood of all believers. (called to sacrifice & intercede; Revelation 1:6)

From denominations to Spirit-led network  (Embracing the whole Body of Christ)

From social respectability to “Salt and Light”  (they turned the world upside down)

From performance by professionals to "each one of you has a song, a teaching,              a revelation, a tongue, an interpretation; let all things be done unto edification."

From a seminary system to discipleship.  (Matthew 18:18-20)

From tenth to total in New Testament giving.  (Romans 8:1-2)

From selective submission to spiritual recognition.  (recognize no man according to the flesh)

From titles to function  (call no man father, teacher, Rabbi)

From independence to inter-dependence and dependence upon God.

From paper membership to Body membership  (we are members one of another)

From organizational unity to spiritual unity.

From "us and them" to "we"  (refuse to allow a divisive spirit to enter in fellowship.)

From planned church only to spontaneous church also.  (recognize that "where two or three gather in Jesus name, there is ekklesia)

From "my pastor" to "our pastors".

From raising up leaders to appointing servants.

From local vision to local, regional & global vision for Christ.

From building my kingdom to building THE kingdom.

From fear of stealing sheep to fear of possessing sheep.  (They are Jesus' sheep, not mine or ours.  Acts 20:28-31)

From sermon-lectures to interactive Bible study and teaching.

From pyramid leadership structures to level high ground.  (submission is for everyone)


Much that we associate with the Church is not found in Chinese house churches today. They have had to exist without buildings, set times of worship or a paid ministry. During the Cultural Revolution and even up to the present, the place of meeting is often changed from one home to another. Even the time is changed to suit the schedules of the Christians as they work at different hours. Thus, house churches in China are very flexible.


"where two or three have gathered together in My name"          [Matthew 18:19-20]
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	John 5:44; Acts 5:11; Colossians 1:18; Hebrews 12:28-29
  seeking the glory & approval of God,
  in fear / subjection to God in Christ
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	Acts 2:46; Hebrews 10:25
  assemble together
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	Matthew 28:18; Acts 2:41; 8:12; 10:47; 18:18
  those who believed were baptized
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	John 13:14
  wash one another's feet
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	Acts 2:44; 4:32; II Corinthians 7:3; Philippians 1:27
  all things in common
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	Acts 2:45; 4:32-35
  sharing... as anyone might have need
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	Acts 2:46; 4:32; Romans 12:16; 15:5-6
  continuing with one mind... one heart and soul
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	Acts 2:46
  breaking bread from house to house
	

	

	[image: image9.jpg]



	Acts 2:46; 6:1; I Timothy 5:3-16
  taking meals together with gladness & sincerity
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	Acts 2:47; Hebrews 13:5
  praising God
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	Acts 2:47; Galatians 6:10
  showing favor for/with all the people
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	Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; Acts 11:26
  teaching many, and with song/psalm
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	Acts 12:5; James 5:16; I Peter 1:22
  steady love & prayer for members
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	Acts 14:23; 20:28; I Peter 5:2-3
  mature servant-shepherds
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	Acts 15:3,22-29; Philippians 4:15-17
  sending out of communications, messengers & gifts
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	Acts 4:34-37; 14:27; 15:4
  receiving of communications, messengers & gifts
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	John 13:34-35; I Corinthians 12:25-27; I John 3:23
  members have the same care for one another
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	Revelation 2:2,3,19; Hebrews 12:1-3; I Peter 4:10
  perseverance-endurance in love, faith, service
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	Revelation 2:5
  repentant of sin
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	Revelation 2:10
  faithful ‘til death
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	Revelation 3:2; I Thessalonians 5:6
  awake
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	I Corinthians 12:4-13; 14:39-40; I Thessalonians 5:19-21
  permit/desire spiritual gifts
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	Ephesians 1:18-23; I Thessalonians 1:5; II Timothy 1:7,8
  in the power of God, with full conviction
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	II Corinthians 2:4-11; 5:18; Matthew 18:12-17; I Corinthians 14:23-25
  discipline & reconciliation
	

	


        PRAYERS FROM THE BIBLE

Daniel's Prayer:  Daniel 9:4-19

Elijah's Prayer at Mt. Carmel:  I Kings 18:36-39

Hannah's Prayer of Thanksgiving:  I Samuel 2:1-10

Jehoshaphat For Deliverance:  II Chronicles 20:6-9

Jonah:  Jonah 2:2-9

Nehemiah's Prayer:  Nehemiah 1:5-11

The Lord's Prayer:  Matthew 6:9-13 & Luke 11:2-4

Apostles For Divine Direction:  Acts 1:24,25

Apostles & Believer’s Prayer:  Acts 4:24-30

Stephen for His Murderers:  Acts 7:60

Paul For the Corinthians:  II Corinthians 13:7

Paul For the Ephesians:  Ephesians 3:14-21

Paul For the Philippians:  Philippians 1:9-11

Paul For the Colossians:  Colossians 1:9-17

Unleavened Bread Recipe
For those of you who would like to try making unleavened bread, here is a recipe:

· Two cups of whole meal flour

· One tablespoon of cooking oil

· Half a tea spoon of salt

· Enough warm water to mix in and smooth the dough

Mix all ingredients and leave to rest for at least half an hour. Then take small portions (egg size) and role out thinly on a floured board to about the size of a tea plate. Place under a hot grill till the cakes blister - approximately 2 to 3 minutes. Turn and grill the other side and they are ready to serve. If no grill is available, these can be cooked on a hot plate or frying pan. Those who are allergic to wheat flour may use other flour: rye, barley, maize, oats or millet etc. To avoid natural fermentation it is advisable to daily mix a fresh batch of dough.

Prayer requests and New Friends:
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

I Corinthians 14:26





A psalm (song)


A teaching


A revelation


A tongue


An interpretation





for Edification











